CHAPTER VIII
(i)   The Qreek Fire : its Origin and Development
WE have already spoken of the Greek Fire and
its importance as a means of defence.   We
speak here of the history of this fire, and the
role it played in the wars of the old world.
The ancients had their arms and their devastating
military means. Human mind, since the most ancient
times of history, was directed towards the invention
of these means. We would smile if we compared the
ancient means of war and devastation with those of our
age, and the appalling progress they have made on
land, sea and air. But this vast contrast does not pre-
vent the historian, who contemplates calmly the annals
of the past, from admiring the arms of destruction and
the means of defence invested by the ancient civiliza-
tion.
The Greek fire was, in the Middle Ages, the most
terrible means of warfare and destruction, For long
ages it was a miracle of war, and a unique meansf or
the protection of the Eastern Empire and repulsing the
naval attacks of the Arabs on its ports and shores. The
successors of Constantine found in it the last means to
preserve the remnant of the legacy of the Roman
Empire,
The origin of this fire, which played a great role
in the history of the Middle Ages, is very obscure. It
was used for the first time as effective means of de-
struction at the close of the seventh century A.D. But
certain Assyrian inscriptions and symbols prove that
throwing fire on besieged cities and on enemy camps
was one of the means of war in Babylon. Thucydides
says that the Spartans tried, in the siege of Platia